
Woman's crusade: debunldng Kinsey
Attacks on sexual researcher's 'fraud' find support inBritish documentary
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By Roborl Stacy McCain
nit WASHMION IIWESJuclitfi A. Retsmaii has spent

nearly two decades exposing
what she calls scicnlinc
fraud commilted by pioneer

sex researcher Alfred C. Kinsey,
the man known as "the father of
the sexual revolution."

Despite her evidence, Mrs.
Rcisman says American scientists
have "sleadrasliy refused" to ad
mit that the famous Kinsey Re
ports were fundamentally flawed
—using unrepresentative samples
and invalid methodology, and even
accepting "data" on children re
ported by hnbiluol child molcstcrs.

"The father of human sexuality
.edhcalion was, really, asexual psy
chopath," says Mrs. Rcisman, au-

.thor of two books on Kinsey's
fraud, including "Kinsey: Crimes
and Consequences," published last
year. She calls Kinsey's fraud "the
m!\|or aclenllflc scandal of our na
tion."

A 1997 biography of Kinsey by
James II. Jones detailed Kinsey's
sexual involvement with associ
ates at the Kinsey Institute at Indi-

I ana UnivoraD/, whlcl^ihclbded
filming sex acts bctweeh Klhsev,
his wife, his staffers and their

, wives in various combinations.
"I think [Kinsey] was dramati

cally driven by his own sexual per
versions," Mrs. Reisman says.

Instead of denouncing Kinsey,
who died in 1956, American sex
researchers have turned on Mrs,
Reisman, She "has been vilified
from const to coast," according to
the National Review.

Kinsey^ research continues to
be cited as aulhoritalive by educa-
lional and legal journals, and influ
ences both public altitudes and

; public policies, Mrs. Reisman
says. For example, Kinsey was re-
pcDicdIy cited in a 1993 Rand Cor
poration report that supported the
"don't ask, don't tell" policy toward
homosexuals in the military.

The media has also largely ig
nored flows in Kinsey's work, Mrs.
Reisman says. Last month, a New
York Times interview with Kinsey

Institute president John Rancrolt
did not even rncnlion evidence of
scientific fraud in Kinsey's 1948
"Sexual Mchavior In the Human
Male" and Its accompanying vol
ume on female sexuality published
In 1953.

In England, however, Mr.s. Rcis-
man's work got subslnntini public
ity last year when Channel Four
aired "Kinsey's Paedophiles," a
documentary by Tim Ihlc. The
hourJong film identified "Mr. X"—
a pedophile whose accounts of
hundreds ofsexua1"conlacts" with
children were used in the Kinsey
Reports — as a federal Fbrestry
Service employee named Rex
King.

Mr Ihte interviewed Mrs. Rcis
man and Kinsey Institute olticials
for the British documentary. It also
detailed Kinsey's use of reports by
a Nazi officer who sexually abused
children in occupied Poland dur
ing World War II.

Mr. Ihte says he Is "disap
pointed" his Kinsey documentary
hasn't been shown irt the United
Stoles yet.

"It strikes me that there must bo
a number of people who arc adults

•nowwhowere victims of Rex King"
who have no idea what was done
wjiii the information," Mr. Thte
says, noting that King's victims are
probably now 50 to 75 years old.

King's reports were "used by
Kinsey... to suggest that children
can enjoy their abuse," Mr. Ihte
says. "Unless that film is shown [in
the United Stales) Ihosc adults
won't know. I think they have a
right to know."

One reason American broad-;
casters may be reluctant to inves-'

. tigate Kinsey, Mrs. Reisman says,
is that many have forgotten how
much impact the Kinsey Reports
had a halfccntury ogo.

With a publicity campaign fund
ed by the Rockefeller Fbiindatlon,
she says, the reports made ncws-

^paper hcndlincs across the coun
try. Kinsey was featured in a Time
magazine cover story that por
trayed him as "a noble man who
was a scientist... a family man,"
she says.

in her book. Judith A. Reisman (above) argues that the famous Kiniey Reports used unrepresentative samples and invalid melhodology. '
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"It was 0 Madison Averilie cam
paign to normnlizc Kinsey's view
of sexuality," Mrs. Reisman says.
That view — including the claim
that "children arc sexual from
birth" — had a major impact be
cause Kinsey was depicted as a sci
entist at a time when "the nation

was realty enamored of science
and scientists," slic says.

The first Kinsey Report was
published just three years aRer the
end of World War il. "The A-bomb
had ended the war, brought the
boys home," Mrs. Rcisman says.
"The scientists Jiad become the he-
rocs."

The first Kinsey Report was is
sued at a lime when "every mea
sure of sexual dysfunction was at

rock bottom," she says, when rates
of divorce and unwed births were

low, and most people considered
sex outside marriage immoral.

Kinsey shocked the country by
claiming that "95 percent of Amer
ican men were engaged in some
form of iltegal sexual conduct,"
Mrs. Reisman says, "that most
married people had had premari
tal .sex. that the majority of men
went to prostitutes, that homosex
uality was common ... that adul
tery was common."

This claim that Americans were
"all hypocrites" about sex was ac-
ccplcd, Mrs. Rcisman says, be
cause Kiiiscy — whose original
field of expertise was the study of
insects — was seen as an "objcc-
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live scientist."
"People can believe the most

amazing things, if it comes under
the rubric of a scientific institu
tion, a university, and comes
cloaked in scicnlific, objective lan
guage," she says.

Kinsey's reputation as a scien
tist is undermined, Mrs. Reisman
says, by the fact that much of his
data was drawn from interviews
with prisoners, that his interview
icchniques were biased, and that
he used unverified "reports" from
child molesters.

Kin.scy "judged your happiness
as n human being by the number
of orgasms you had," Mrs. Rcis
man says, and liis view of sexuality
has been so widely accepted that
people "liavc forgotten that we
weren't always like this."

Mrs. Reisman^ latest book doc
uments that Kinsey's research was
used to persuade courts and legis
latures to change or abolish laws
against extramarital sex, Including
child sexual abuse. Kinsey's re
search also formed the basis of
modern sex education, which he
considered "one of the most im
portant aspects of his work," Mrs.
Rcisman says.

"Kinsey insisted that children
should engage in sex joyfully," she
says. "Tbday we now have graphic,
really obscene material in the

classroom. These are given to chil
dren under the umbrella of sex
education, or it's taught as 'health,'
or 'family life education,! t"* AIDS
prevention." i

The role of such organizations
as Planned Parenthood and the
Sexualiry Information arJd Educa
tion Council of the United States in
promoting what Mrs. Reisman
calls "Kinseyan sexualit '̂ through
sex education in public schools
may explain their opposition to in
vestigating Kinsey's fraud, she
says.

"They've been Instructing our
children for years using fraudu
lent data," Mrs. Reisman says. "As
experts, they were responsible for
the product they were delivering
— product liability if you!>viU. This
wilJ make the cigarette cbmpanlcs
look like nothing, in terms of legal
responsibility." - ' I

Mr Tbte suggest^ thai the un
pleasant topic of child abusemay
lead some people "to attack the
messenger rather than deal with
the message," and that Mrs. Reis
man hasbeen partially thevictim
of "a rather silly battJelbetween
left and right." • (

But for Mr. Ihte, the isiue tran
scends politics. "Ith reaUy about
the abuse of children ino also ith'
about how iliat's been covered up.
That's wrong and ith dangerous."


